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Story Module Unit 1
BEFORE YOU LISTEN

A SPEAKING Answer the following questions about your English learning. Use the underlined phrases 
in your answer.

1. What is your attitude to breakthrough technologies?

Example: Personally, I am not in favor of breakthrough technologies because every new invention also brings a 
whole host of new problems … / I love breakthrough technologies because …

2. Which technology in the story do you find the most hair-raising?

Example: I find the technology of weather control to be the most hair-raising …

3. What invention would you like to see developed in the future?

Example: I am a big fan of history so the invention of time travel would be really amazing …

LISTEN AND READ

B  LISTENING Choose three statements which summarize best the main points of the recording. Do 
not simply choose those statements which are true in general but rather focus on those which summarize 
the recording well.

 1. Politicians are too much interested to speed up research.
 2. Scientists have produced an impressive variety of unbelievable technological breakthroughs,  
     from weather control to metamaterials.
 3. New technologies were invented in Russia to influence the weather.
 4. It can take decades to develop a new technology.
 5. Not every invention is truly beneficial for society.
 6. Only brilliant minds can come up with new breakthroughs.
 7. We face rapid technological change which produces hundreds of new results every year.
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C  LISTENING Listen to the recording and complete the expressions as you hear them on the audio.

1.  up research    4. brilliant  who can connect the 
2. make an object disappear  plain  5. a  force in our society
3. it  like science fiction    6.  them away from populated areas

D READING Read the text and underline all unknown words and expressions. Try to guess their meaning 
from the context. Then look them up in a dictionary. 

Technology has become a dominant force in our society. There are 
literally hundreds of new technologies popping up every year, some of 
them taking human imagination to its extremes. For example, stealth 
technologies can make any object disappear from plain sight. They 
use a clever combination of optical lenses to hide almost anything 
from observers. 

Scientists can also create so-called metamaterials that can have very 
strange properties. Metamaterials are special materials that you cannot find in nature. Modern science 
has an unprecedented ability to manipulate nature. Metamaterials are just one example. Some types of 
metamaterials can cloak objects to be invisible. This is not science fiction; all this can be proven with 
hard facts and data.

But invisibility is just one among the thousands of different technological breakthroughs that affect 
our life and society. There’s also the age-old challenge of controlling weather. Scientists and engineers 
the world over have been trying for decades to get one over on weather control. Politicians have even 
written bills to speed up research. From avoiding hurricanes to putting out fires and clearing snow, the 
applications are endless. But now they’re also turning commercial.

For $6,000 an hour – just a drop in the ocean to some, if you’ll excuse the pun – you can guarantee a 
sunny day for your wedding. It sounds like science fiction, but in Russia it’s already a reality. Scientists 
can fire a stream of particles into the clouds; the rain droplets cling on to the particles which makes them 
heavy and – whoosh – down they fall, away from the spot they were headed for.

The same Russian brainiacs took their project over to Mexico a few years back to apply their technology 
over its dry regions. Now, the agriculture there is booming. The Mexican government has repeated the 
science, diverting clouds to put out large fires.

Another plan that’s currently being studied uses solar power to mitigate the impact of hurricanes. It 
involves gently heating the areas of the earth, where a hurricane is developing, using microwaves to steer 
them away from populated areas.
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Now that the public has seen all this in action, they’re clamoring for scientists to work against nature for 
a whole host of crazy projects.  Who knows what we’ll see develop in the future?

New technologies are usually invented by brilliant minds who can connect the dots and come up with 
out-of-the box ideas for almost any problem. Traditionally, universities have been the main centers for 
training the scientists of the future.

AFTER YOU LISTEN

E GRAMMAR 

      PRESENT PERFECT

The present perfect continuous refers to an action that started in the past and either continues 
in the present or it has just stopped. Its grammatical form is as follows: subject + have/has + 
been + -ing form, for example:
It has been raining all day. (= and it is still raining, or it has just stopped raining) 

It is different than the present perfect because we are interested in the action itself, whether 
it is finished or not, while in the case of the present perfect, we are interested in the result of 
the action.

Compare: 
I’m so tired. I’ve been reading your book all night. (= and I haven’t finished it yet. The focus is on 
the activity and on me being tired.)
I’ve read your book during the night. (= and I have finished it. The focus is on the fact that I read 
the book, not whether I am tired or not.)

Alex is covered in dirt. He has been fixing the car all day. (= the focus is on Alex being dirty but the 
car might or might not be fixed.)
Alex has fixed the car. (= the focus is on the car being fixed. Alex may be dirty or not, we are not 
interested now.)

The present perfect continuous is often used with adverbs recently and lately, such as:
I have been feeling ill recently. (= and I still feel so.)

Certain verbs cannot be used in the present perfect continuous because they do not have 
continuous forms, such as: want, know, own, remember, forget.
Incorrect: I have been wanting to visit Italy since 2015.
Correct: I have wanted to visit Italy since 2015.

6



F GRAMMAR Put the verb into the correct form, present perfect simple (I have done), or continuous (I 
have been doing).

 Example: I have won  (win) the lottery.
     You look sleepy. How long have you been working (you/work) again?

1. I’ve just heard that his car  (be/steal) last week.
2. You again look very tired.  (you/work) too hard recently?
3. It’s  (rain) all week so we couldn’t yet start building the new house.
4. Why  (send) him that message?
5. I don’t completely understand why  (not/tell) me about it.
6. Recently, I  (talk) a lot about technology at the company.

G VOCABULARY How are the following ideas expressed in the story? Change the underlined parts.

1. But invisibility is just one among the thousands of different technological breakthroughs that influence 
our life and society. 
2. There’s also the ancient challenge of controlling weather.

The Russian inventors could turn such a desert into fertile agricultural land.
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3. It is based on gently heating the areas of the earth, where a hurricane is developing.

4. New technologies are usually invented by brilliant minds who can understand the bigger picture and 
come up with very unique ideas for almost any problem.

H GRAMMAR

        PREPOSITIONS

If a verb comes after a preposition (at/by/in/on/with/for …) , it needs to be in the –ing form. Study 
the following examples:

You should be careful with driving on icy roads.
He must be angry with him for breaking the window.
I am not interested in cooking.
He’s not very keen on mastering new languages.
This car is only for shopping and driving in the city.
She managed to get a promotion by being very kind with the boss.
I can’t do this task without checking a dictionary.
Jack lost his wallet on the subway in spite of being careful every minute.
Ash went to the cinema instead of going to school.

There are many verbs and adjectives which use the verb/adjective + preposition + object structure, 
such as: 
We talked about the question. (the question is the object.) 
He is busy with his work. (his work is the object.)

If the object is another verb, it needs to be in the –ing form, for example:
We talked about building a new house. 
He is busy with building his new house.

Here are some verbs and adjectives which follow the above structure:
pay attention to – Did you pay attention to doing a good job?
busy with – Are you busy with fixing your car this weekend?
apologize/to be sorry for – I want to apologize for offending you.
approve/disapprove of – He strongly disapproves of continuing this relationship.
happy/delighted/satisfied with – I’m not exactly happy with moving to another country.
bored/fed up/disappointed with – She is quite disappointed with doing this work.
excited/worried about – I was so excited about completing the project.
think/talk/read/worry about – I tend to think more and more about moving to a different place.
insist on – He shouldn’t insist on watching that movie.
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I GRAMMAR Read each sentence and then write a second sentence with the same meaning. Each time 
use the –ing form of a verb and begin in the way shown.

 Example: I don’t think we should follow his ideas. He shouldn’t insist on following his ideas.

1. I cannot finish this project if I do not have access to a computer. 
    I don’t think I can finish this project without 
2. He offended us last night and he should apologize. He should be sorry for 
3. Jack is so excited that he will move in to a new house. Jack is very excited about 
4. John is not satisfied when he can see this mess. John is disappointed with  
5. I don’t have time this weekend because I need to arrange an important meeting. 
    This weekend I will be busy with 
6. You cannot use this car on the highway, only in the city. This car is only for 
7. He really wants to change his workplace. He often thinks about 
8. Even though he had a serious injury, Jack went to work. In spite of 
9. He thinks that this job is not a good opportunity. He disapproves of me 
10. She will receive a bigger salary because she was always kind with the boss. 
      She got a promotion by 

The Royal Observatory in Greenwhich, a center of scientific research in England
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Story Module Unit 2
BEFORE YOU LISTEN

A VOCABULARY Insert the defined words in the sentences in the appropriate form.

 a. ruthless (adj) cruel, having no compassion for others
 b. be mistaken for (v) be confused with
 c. legacy (n) something handed down from one generation to another
 d. hit the big time (phr) become very famous or successful
 e. photographic memory (phr) the ability to remember information in great detail, as if the 
     person could figuratively take a mental photo about things to be remembered
 f. exposure (n) having no protection from something harmful

1. It took him a few years but he eventually  in the movie business.
2. Increasingly, Steve became a  tyrant who has no pity for anyone.
3. You should limit your  to the sun in the hottest hours.
4. She will easily learn any difficult language with her  .
5. He’s so young that he could easily  one of his students.
6. He left behind an immensely valuable , both in scientific and cultural terms. 

LISTEN AND READ

B  LISTENING Complete the paragraph based on the recording. One word fits in each blank.

John von Neumann was an  (1) in several fields of science, such as quantum  (2), game 
theory and calculus. He displayed great talent for mathematics at an early age; in other words, he was 
a  (3). By the time he turned twenty-two, he already had a  (4) in mathematics and 
physics. Among many other inventions, he is also remembered for his involvement in the creation of the 

 (5) bomb. While working on top-secret projects, he was  (6) to a lot of radiation and 
was soon  (7) with cancer.
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C READING Read the text and underline all unknown words and expressions. Try to guess their meaning 
from the context. Then look them up in a dictionary. 

There are plenty of bright sparks in today’s universities. Some study game theory and linear programming. 
Others take quantum logic and achieve high levels in nuclear physics and math. Some scientists were 
able to accomplish extraordinary things. Back in the early 1900’s, John von Neumann was an expert in 
all of the above fields and more.

Neumann, a Hungarian-born prodigy, had an extraordinary brain and a photographic memory. By the 
age of eight, he could work out complicated sums in his head, and he’d even figured out the principles 
of calculus.

By the time Neumann turned twenty-two, he had a PhD in mathematics and physics. His father wanted 
him to pursue a more down-to-earth career, so he took a Diploma in engineering as well. A few years 
later, he moved to America and took up a position at Princeton University as 
a professor. He was so young he was often mistaken for one of his students!

Neumann’s work led to the discovery of many modern phenomena, including 
nuclear physics, and even the computer virus. However, he is perhaps best 
remembered for his involvement in the creation of the atomic bomb, which 
led to his being given a position of power in a top-secret US Government 
committee.

In 1955, Neumann was diagnosed with cancer brought on by his exposure to 
radiation. The disease caused his death eighteen months later at the age of 
fifty-three, leaving a legacy of many incredible and important discoveries that 
changed the world.

Technology has many economic 
implications as well. It’s enough 
to think of the term “robber 
barons”. Internet moguls are 
sometimes called robber barons 
or silicon sultans. To see where 
these expressions come from, we 
need to go back a bit in history.

John von Neumann lecturing at university

An atomic bomb
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In the late 1800’s, citizens of America were vying for the riches that came with new territories. There was 
a frenzied rush for land, gold and minerals, and everyone wanted in on it. A few men hit the big time, 
controlling the oil, the banks and the railways. They used ruthless ways to keep their prices below that of 
their competitors, and their popularity was rock bottom. People saw them as rich fat-cats with no morals 
who robbed everyone around them. The insulting term ‘robber barons’ was coined.

They included Henry Ford, Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller, some of the richest people who 
ever lived.

EXERCISES
EXERCISES

A THINK AND FILL IN THE GAPS 

The Ford factory in the 1920s

Henry Ford Andrew Carnegie John D. Rockefeller
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AFTER YOU LISTEN

D SPEAKING Discuss whether you agree with the statements. In pairs, read the sentences below about 
technology. Then take turns to give your opinion on the statements below, and say whether you agree or 
disagree with your partner’s ideas. Give reasons to explain your point of view. 

1. It’s important to keep up with and buy the latest gadgets, such as the newest smartphones and tablets.
2. People would be happier without having access to so much information and being bombarded with new 
stimuli all the time. 
3. Sometimes new technologies bring up new problems, making our life more difficult at the end of the 
day.
4. Many people are addicted to their smartphone, not being able to live without it for more than a day.
5. New technologies are essential for the survival of mankind.

E GRAMMAR

F GRAMMAR Show where that of and those of can be used in these sentences. 

Example: The performance of a nuclear reactor is bigger than the performance of a solar panel.  that of

1. The income of a top manager is higher than the income of a middle manager.
2. The shops of this city have a wider selection than the shops of that smaller city.
3. The freezing point of nitrogen is lower than the freezing point of water.
4. The brain of a donkey is bigger than the brain of a goldfish.
5. The content of the book is similar to the content of the new edition.
6. The computers of our company are more expensive than the computers of his firm.

          COMPARISON

You can use that of and those of in comparisons to avoid repeating a noun. 
For example: The price of this phone is higher than that of other phones. (=The price of this 
phone is higher than the price of other phones.)

Study the following examples:
The population of Indonesia is bigger than that of Russia. (= than the population of Russia.)
The inhabitants of the island are stronger than those of the other one. (=than the inhabitants of 
the other one.)
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7. The official exam results of our class are almost the same as the results of Class B.
8. The reputation of the automotive company is much better than the reputation of its closest competitor.

G VOCABULARY Cross out the item in each list that does not collocate with the verb(s).

 Example: come up with an idea, a solution, science, a proposal

1. invent a machine, a device, a company, a new technology
2. connect people, the dots, a web, ideas
3. figure out a plan, pricing for a product, a car, what’s next
4. create a research group, research, a factory, a device

H VOCABULARY Fill in the missing words in the sentences. Rely on your memory.

1. Neumann, a Hungarian-born prodigy, had an extraordinary brain and a photographic . 

2. By the age of eight, he could  out complicated sums in his head, and he’d even   out 
the principles of calculus.

3. He was so young he was often mistaken  one of his students!

4. In 1955, Neumann was diagnosed with cancer  on by his exposure  radiation. 

5. A few men  the big time, controlling the oil, the banks and the railways.

I VOCABULARY Find 3 words in this part of the story that you know but wouldn’t use in that context, in 
that particular way. It’s not enough to know a word superficially; instead, you need to understand how 
a word can express different meanings depending on the context. For example, you probably know the 
word “rock”, but maybe you wouldn’t use the phrase “their popularity was rock bottom.” Pay attention to 
how words are combined and how they’re used in a sentence.

0. rock – their popularity was rock bottom

1. 

2. 

3. 

14



Story Module Unit 3
BEFORE YOU LISTEN

A VOCABULARY Complete the sentences with words based on the root word invent. You can use the 
same word more than once.

1. Sometimes a new  can bring as much harm as benefit to society.
2. My dad is very  because he always finds creative solutions to difficult problems.
3.  is more important in today’s world than factual knowledge.
4. I like to  things.
5. Thomas Edison is the most important  of the 20th century.

B SPEAKING Work in pairs. Do you agree with the sentences in Exercise A? Why / why not?

LISTEN AND READ

C  LISTENING Listen to the recording and choose the answer that fits best based on the recording. 

1. There are striking similarities between the robber barons of the previous century and the silicon 
sultans of our era because ...

a) both groups have been ruthless in pursuing their profits
b) both groups have come up with revolutionary inventions
c) both groups have been popular among the public

2. America has a culture which ...

a) shames failure
b) is similar to that of Europe
c) encourages entrepreneurhsip

3. Henry Ford ...

a) created an efficient business system 
b) was a famous philanthropist
c) did a lot of research
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D READING Read the text and underline all unknown words and expressions. Try to guess their meaning 
from the context. Then look them up in a dictionary. 

There are many striking similarities between the robber barons of the previous century, and the silicon 
sultans of our era. Both groups have come up with great inventions, and revolutionized whole industries. 
They gained immense advantages by leveraging so-called economies of scale. 

Economies of scale are business systems that become more efficient and powerful as they grow bigger. 
For example, let’s take Henry Ford: the more customers he had, the more he could reduce his prices. The 
bigger his company became, the more efficiently he could produce cars. 

In the first year alone he could drive down prices of his Model T from $850 to $360. By using economies 
of scale, robber barons could reduce their prices and crush the competition.

Such influential business titans also lean toward 
philanthropy. Carnegie, for example, founded 
more than 2,000 public libraries all over the 
United States.

America has a culture that encourages 
entrepreneurship in a very unique way. First, 
their attraction of talented people goes without 
parallel, drawing them in from every corner of 
the globe. 

One of the main reasons for the US becoming 
a world power after the Second World War was 
their ability to attract the best talents. The two 
world wars had an unanticipated benefit for the 
US: Many talented and ambitious people had 
fled to the US and realized their talents there.
Secondly, American culture is very tolerant 
of failure. It’s normal to fail; there’s no shame 
associated with it as in many European cultures. 

Many of today’s silicon sultans or the robber 
barons of the past have failed in their lives at 
least once. In the US, failure is considered so 
natural that in business circles it can even be 
considered strange if you never fail. 

Old Ford model in Cuba
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In Europe sometimes, the reverse is true: it’s strange if you do fail. 

Perhaps it’s something we can learn from the American spirit of entrepreneurship that produced 
breakthrough technologies for the last centuries: instead of being afraid of failure, they focus on their 
dreams. It’s an environment that encourages non-conformism and experimentation. This is what many 
people would need in Europe to feel free to just pursue their dreams and give it a try, without any fear 
of failure. 

AFTER YOU LISTEN

E VOCABULARY Match the sentences (1-5) with the correct meaning of figure (a-e).

 a. the shape of a person’s body
 b. a picture or illustration in a book
 c. a person
 d. guess, expect
 e. an amount 

1. I figured that you probably don’t want to come with us tonight.
2. She got her figure back after being on a slimming diet for two years.
3. Please see figures 12, 13 and 14 at the end of the book.
4. He was a leading figure in the political upheavals.
5. The value of the property is estimated at $2 million, which is a realistic figure.

F SPEAKING Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.

1. What invention(s) would you like to see in the future?

2. Do you think there’s any chance that you will invent a new technology once? 

3. Mention three famous inventors whose devices or technologies you are using.

4. What invention(s) would you NOT like to see in the future?

5. Is there any modern technology or invention which you don’t like?
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G GRAMMAR

H GRAMMAR Rewrite the following sentences with one of the above comparative structures (the + 
comparative ..., the+ comparative ... or two comparatives together).

     Example: The job market is getting increasingly difficult. The job market is getting more and more difficult.

1. As he earns increasingly more money, he needs to spend a growing amount of his time at the workplace.
2. He is becoming much smarter as he reads an increasing number of books.
3. I think his general life satisfaction is proportional to how meaningful his work is.
4. His personality is becoming increasingly more introverted.

I GRAMMAR

              VERB ‘DO’

If you want to add further emphasis, you can use the following structure: subject + do + verb 
in present simple. For example: I do want to see that movie. (=I really/indeed want to see that 
movie.)

          COMPARISON

Sometimes you can use two comparatives together for extra emphasis. For example:
You are getting better and better in your job.
The situation is getting more and more difficult.
More and more people are interested in our products.

We also use the + comparative ..., the + comparative ... to say that one thing depends on 
another thing:

The more she reads, the smarter she becomes.
The harder he works, the more tired he feels.
The more advanced our technologies become, the more complex technical errors they will produce.
The more you know, the more your responsibility is.
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J GRAMMAR Write five short dialogues following the pattern:

 - I thought you don’t want to watch that movie.
 - No, I do want to.

K VOCABULARY Rewrite the sentences without changing their meaning.

1. There are many surprising similarities between the robber barons of the previous century, and the 
silicon sultans of our era. (Use the word STRIKING.)

2. For example, let’s take Henry Ford: the more customers he had, the more he could cut down prices. (Use 
the word REDUCE.)

3. America has a culture that supports entrepreneurship in a very unique way. (Do NOT use the word 
SUPPORT.)

4. Many talented and ambitious people had escaped to the US and realized their talents there. (Do NOT 
use the word ESCAPE.)

5. In Europe sometimes, the opposite is true: it’s strange if you do fail. (Do NOT use the word OPPOSITE.)

L VOCABULARY Write down the following sentences.

If you write down a sentence that contains a new phrase, you’ll remember the expression 8 times better 
than if you just hear it.

1. The bigger his company became, the more efficiently he could produce cars.

2. Carnegie founded more than 2,000 public libraries all over the United States.
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3. American culture is very tolerant of failure. 

4. The American spirit of entrepreneurship produced many breakthrough technologies for the last 
centuries.

M WRITING Write a short opinion piece (120-150 words) about new inventions by answering the 
following questions:

Compare your essays in the class.

N WRITING What do you personally think about the quote on the next page? Do you agree or disagree 
with it? Write a few sentences to explain your position. Compare your answers in the class.

Paragraph 1 – Your attitude to technology

- Are you fascinated by science and technology?
- What new inventions would you like to see in the future?

Paragraph 2 – Benefits of new technologies

- Mention three things that you would automate in your daily life.
- How does technology benefit society?

Paragraph 3 – Bad side effects of new technologies

- Which technologies have bad side effects and why?
- Does technology affect our mental health?
- What are the negative effects of technology on students?
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“The idea that life was put together by a random 
shuffling of constituent molecules can be shown 
as ridiculous and improbable as the proposition 

that a tornado blowing through a junk-yard 
might assemble a Boeing 747 from the materials 

therein.” 
- A famous British astronomer
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 UNIT 4

 Latest
 State-of-the-art

BEFORE YOU LISTEN

A VOCABULARY Complete the sentences with the correct definitions of the words in bold.

1. If a phrase is called a buzzword, then it’s  at a particular time to discuss a particular topic.
    a. very fashionable  b. meaningful

2. If an error is unexpected, then it’s  .
   a. irritating  b. surprising

3. If a technology is risky to use, then it’s not yet  .
   a. safe   b. accepted

4. If a gadget is described as the latest model, then it’s the one which  .
   a. has the best quality   b. is the newest

5. If you keep up with new technologies, then you  .
   a. always buy the latest gadget   b. know a lot about science
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LISTEN AND READ

B  LISTENING Decide based on the audio recording if the following statements are true (T), false (F) 
or not mentioned (—). Write the corresponding letter next to each statement.

 1. American people are generally interested in new technological breakthroughs.
 2. The word late has not just one meaning.
 3. Americans love technology more than the English.
 4. Cutting-edge technologies are safer than state-of-the-art technologies.
 5. There are several popular marketing buzzwords to describe new methods and devices. 

C  LISTENING Put a tick ( ) next to those words which you could hear in the recording.

development    well-established   undercover
giant     advanced    imbalance
sharp    creative    risk 

D READING Read the text and underline all unknown words and expressions. Try to guess their 
meaning from the context. Then look them up in a dictionary.

In this lesson, we talk a lot about technology, some crazy technological breakthroughs, and the impact 
of technology on society. We will explore how to say “latest technology” in different ways. If you ever 
want to pass an advanced language exam, communicate at your workplace about diverse topics, or even 
chat with your friends about technology, you will need to put these expressions into your active memory. 

In addition, news sites and magazines are full of these phrases, so if you want to completely understand 
the news, this is a good chance to get to know some of the most common words related to technology.

First of all, let’s clarify what the word “latest” means. Probably you know what it means to be late, or to 
not be on time, in other words. However, “late” has several other meanings that have little to do with the 
original “late”. When you say “latest technology”, then in fact, you mean “newest technology”. 

See this example sentence:
I’m all into the latest technology, it really gets me excited.

Repeat after me:
I’m all into the latest technology, it really gets me excited.

Or you can say: I don’t like to keep up with the latest technology. I don’t really think I need it.

25UNIT FOUR  



In the US, there are lots of people who keep 
up with the latest technology and scientific 
discoveries. No wonder, as the US economy is 
very famous for giant technological companies. 
The love of science and technology is in the very 
DNA of the US, as you will see on the following 
pages. It plays a special role in their culture and 
mentality as well.

Now let’s consider the phrase, “state-of-the-art 
technology”. You might recognize this phrase as 
you come across this expression quite often in the 
news or everyday conversations. “State-of-the-
art” is always used for describing a technology, a 
device or a technique. It means that a particular 
device or technique is extremely developed. It means a device or technology has reached the highest 
level of development.

It’s often used to talk about facilities, buildings, laboratories, or even clinics, for example:
It’s a state-of-the-art clinic; you’ll get the best treatment here.

Or you can also use this phrase to talk about various types of equipment and technology, for example:
Wow, you have state-of-the-art audio equipment at home. Where did you get this?

You can often see this term in marketing materials. If you read sales letters and brochures, always examine 
any claim to see if it’s really true; don’t take it at face value. (You remember last month’s lessons, right? To 
take something at face value is to believe it without any proof. It’s one of those tricky expressions whose 
meaning you can’t really guess. Either you know it or not. Now you know it.)

Another related phrase is “cutting-edge technology”. Some people say it’s a cliché, (an overused phrase), 
but I’d disagree. It’s just simply difficult to replace it with anything else. 

“Cutting-edge technology” means brand new technology that is not yet well established. Something that 
is not well established is the same as saying that something is a bit risky to use because it’s not yet very 
popular and it can have some unexpected errors. “Cutting edge” is used for cars, tech stuff and medical 
devices. The image behind this phrase is the sharp edge of a knife. Cutting-edge technology is like a sharp 
blade: it’s effective and risky.

Now here’s a question for you: If you faced a difficult operation, would you choose (a) state-of-the-art 
or (b) cutting-edge technology? Both are very recent technologies, but there’s an important difference 
between them. Which one would you choose for a life-or-death operation?

Retro cameras on the Portobello Road Market 
in London
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Well, I’d definitely choose a state-of-the-art technology, because it’s already well-established, which 
means it’s popular and not so risky. Cutting-edge technologies often come with the risk of not being 
well-established enough. When you have an operation, you probably don’t want to test something new 
on yourself. 

Both terms are popular marketing buzzwords, but you can also hear them in everyday conversations. Now 
let’s stop for a moment and think about this. Do you make these distinctions in your native language? 
Probably not, right? That’s one of the reasons why mastering English is not about memorizing words. You 
need to understand new ways of seeing the world, new distinctions. 

Let’s review a few other interesting ways of saying “the latest”, or “cutting-edge”. If a company is driving 
technological change in the world, you can say “at the forefront”, for example: “Apple is at the forefront 
of electronics” or “Intel is at the forefront of microelectronics”.

You can also say, “Apple is on the 
leading edge of electronics”, or 
“Intel is at the leading edge of 
microelectronics”.

Let’s recap now. 

- Could you mention three ways 
of saying: this is the newest and 
the best technology?

All right, let’s see: First, you 
could say: “this is the latest 
technology”. Secondly, you could 
say: “this is state-of-the-art 
technology”. Finally, you could say “this is cutting-edge technology”.

- How would you say, in a different way, that Apple is at the forefront of electronics? 
Well, you can use the following: Apple is on the leading edge of electronics.

You can write your own example sentences with each phrase. 

“Edge” is a very interesting English word because it appears in many colloquialisms. If something is cutting 
edge, then you can imagine a new technology as a sharp and dangerous edge of a knife – effective but 
risky because you can cut yourself. It’s an image that you cannot find in most European languages. 

Probably your native language also lacks this expression. In fact, that’s why language learning is so much 

The good thing about London is that the retro and the state-of-the-art often meet
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fun: you can never get tired of new images, new ways of imagination.

Taking that metaphor one step even further, an expression related to “leading edge” is “bleeding edge”, 
with a “b”.  It refers to technology which is so new that it is not yet ready to be released to the general 
public, and has a high chance of containing significant problems.  

That risk of problems makes the connection to a knife’s edge clear; it’s understood that one is much more 
likely to suffer by using something that hasn’t yet seen enough usage or testing, thus the allusion to blood 
and getting cut.  Some people may voluntarily choose to install “bleeding edge” software so that they 
can be the first to try and experience new features, knowing that they might also suffer some significant 
losses; this process is also known as “alpha testing”, after the first Greek letter.

AFTER YOU LISTEN

E GRAMMAR

            VERBS

The present perfect simple (I have done) can be used for actions or states that continue until 
the present, such as:
I have lived in London for ten years. (= and I continue to do so.)
I have already been to the U.S. a few times. (= and it remains true to this point.)
I haven’t yet seen this movie. (= and it remains true to this point).

With the present perfect, we often use time adverbs such as since a particular point in time, 
for a particular period of time, yet or already to talk about states or actions that continue in the 
present. In contrast, when we use the past simple, we mostly use time adverbs which refer to 
the past, such as last week, yesterday, or last time to talk about a completed action in the past. 

Sometimes the same action can be described with both tenses, depending on the viewpoint of 
the speaker. Compare: 
I saw this movie last week. (= a past event that happened last week.)
I have already seen this movie. (= a state that is true in the present, namely, that I have seen a 
particular movie.)
Before moving to California, I lived in London in the last ten years. (=a completed action in the 
past, I no longer live in London.)
I have lived in London for ten years. (= and I still live there.)
I was in the U.S. last year. (=a completed action in the past.)
I have already been to the U.S. (= it remains true until the present.)
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F GRAMMAR Fill in the verbs in the right form (present perfect or past simple).

    know     not see     work     invent     get     find     hear     be healed

When I first  about the device that supposedly cures cancer, I  it very interesting. 
However, as I  about it for almost eight years and I  any encouraging results, I no 
longer  so excited about it. Over time, we’ll see if it really  . As far as I know, nobody 

 yet using the device since it was first  .

G GRAMMAR Fill in for or since in the sentences.

1. I have lived here  last month.

2. I have known about it  two months.

3. He has been in the hospital  one week.

4. She has worked for this company  last week.

5. She has been reading this book  two days.

H SPEAKING Answer the questions about technology.

1. Do you consider it important to keep up with the latest technology?

2. Can you mention 3 companies that produce state-of-the-art technology?

3. Do you make the distinction between state-of-the-art and cutting-edge technology in your native   
language?
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            WHICH

You can use which to refer to an entire sentence or clause. 

For example: I suddenly noticed you when I was in New York, which I found very surprising. 

Here, which refers to the fact that I suddenly noticed you when I was in New York. You cannot use 
what instead of which in sentences like this. You need to use a comma before which. 

I GRAMMAR

J GRAMMAR Complete the sentences with relative clauses. Use the half-sentences in the box to make 
your relative clauses.

 Example: He never picks up the phone, which makes it difficult to get in touch with him.

1. He never picks up the phone,
2. She lost her keys,
3. Steve always makes big mistakes,
4. The boss shouts at me every day,
5. He tends to leave the door open,
6. They completely ignored our proposal,

this makes it difficult to get in touch with him 
this makes it easy for burglars to enter the house
this means we cannot enter the house
I thought this was not very nice of them
this is quite costly for the company
this will go beyond my patience very soon
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 UNIT 5
  
 Edgy

BEFORE YOU LISTEN

A VOCABULARY Think of examples of the following things. Then work in pairs and compare your 
examples. 

- a time you admired someone    - a situation that threatened your life
- a wild, crazy idea     - a disgusting movie    
- a person in your life who inspires you

B SPEAKING Choose the most interesting phrase from the previous exercise and tell a story based on 
it. Use one of the following expressions in your story:

1. It happened once that …,
2. It struck me as unexpected when ...
3. I thought I wouldn’t survive when …
4. To be honest, it was the experience of a lifetime
5. I never knew what it means to … until …
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LISTEN AND READ

C  LISTENING Which three questions are answered by the recording? After choosing them, also 
answer them.

1. Why is it better to be edgy?
2. What is an edgy character like? 
3. What does Emily do for a living? 
4. When did Emily get married?
5. What kind of things can be described as edgy? 

D READING Read the text and underline all unknown words and expressions. Try to guess their meaning 
from the context. Then look them up in a dictionary.

There’s also an interesting adjective that comes from “edge”, it’s called “edgy”. It’s not related to technology 
but we’ll cover it, firstly, because it’s very important, secondly, because we went through lots of phrases 
with the word “edge”, and we want to give you a fuller picture about its usage.

The first, really simple meaning of “edgy” is nervous. If one of your friends looks a bit nervous, then you 
can say:
You seem a little edgy. 

Or if you feel that you’re anxious yourself, you can say:
I don’t know why I’m so edgy.

There’s a related expression – to be on edge. To be on edge means to be in a really tough situation, to be 
really close to your emotional limits. For example,
After all these horrible events, we were all on edge. 

It means we were very close to our limits, and we had to try hard not to collapse or even go crazy. It refers 
to a really difficult situation in your life.

We hope you’ll never be on edge and you’ll make it through everything. (You remember the first lesson 
when we discussed “to make it to something”. You can also say “make it through something” if you 
manage to overcome, or “get past”, a difficulty.)

You can also say “someone lives on the edge” if they’re in a difficult financial situation, or an exciting, risky 
situation.  For example: He just lost his job, and ran out of his savings, so his family lives on the edge.
Or: She jumps out of airplanes for fun; she loves to live on the edge!
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So far, you got to know the basic meaning of “edgy” – nervous, and you also understood how we use the 
phrase “to be on edge” – to be in a 
stressful situation, in comparison 
to the phrase, “to live on the 
edge” – which is more about 
describing extremes, which may 
or may not be stressful. 

Now we turn to a more common 
and tricky meaning of “edgy”, 
one that is very different from 
“nervous”.

“Edgy” is one of those many 
English words where you need 
to understand the culture behind 
the word before you can use it 
confidently. Some of the meanings of “edgy” are really hard to understand if you don’t come from an 
Anglo-Saxon culture.

Being “edgy” reflects the American mindset and mentality in a very special way. Let me describe an 
“edgy” person to you; let’s call her Emily. 

Emily is very creative and adventurous. She would never miss out on any adventure and she can’t stay 
at home for too long. Emily looks at everything a little bit differently than most people. She likes to think 
in an original way.  She tries out new things and she’s not afraid to step out of her comfort zone. Last 
weekend, she went skydiving, and next weekend she will go to Africa to volunteer for three months. 

Emily follows her dreams.  For example, she left her job to try out as a volunteer in Africa. Emily is also a 
little eccentric and she has some weird habits that others don’t have. In a word,  Emily is a non-conformist; 
she loves being unique and original, and she’s never afraid to try something new, exciting and provocative.

That’s what we call “edgy”. If you want to have a short, one-sentence definition for edgy, then here it is: 
an eccentric and unconventional person who follows her dreams. 

It’s interesting to see that the word “edgy” can also be used for objects and art. You can say that you’ve 
read an edgy book or website, or you came across an edgy movie. A woman can wear an edgy dress and 
there are lots of edgy TV series that are considered provocative. Edgy can be good or bad depending on 
the context, but it’s definitely something provocative and unusual.
If you travel to a city and you can see “edgy” places advertised in a tourist guide, then it’s probably an 
avant-garde or hippy place with a dynamic, vibrant atmosphere.
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Now let’s recap.  

What is an “edgy” person like? 
An edgy person is eccentric, has her weird habits, loves adventure, 
doesn’t follow everyone else, but follows her dreams and is 
unconventional.

What else can you call edgy? 
You can say that a provocative book or a movie is edgy. You can also 
call an avant-garde place edgy.

AFTER YOU LISTEN

E READING Define the following phrases in your own words.

1. to be on edge
2. to live on the edge
3. an edgy person
4. to step out of your comfort zone

A London business, specializing in graffiti. 
It’s one of the many creative and edgy ven-

tures in the British capital.

Yet another example for a creative and edgy business in London
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F VOCABULARY How are the following ideas expressed in the explanations? Change the underlined 
parts.

1. She would never pass up any adventure and she can’t stay at home for too long. 

2. She tries out new things and she’s not afraid to leave her comfort zone.

3. We hope you’ll never be on edge and you’ll manage to overcome every difficulty.

4. It’s probably an avant-garde or hippy place with a dynamic, lively atmosphere.

G WRITING Write down the following sentences.

If you write down a sentence that contains a new phrase, you’ll remember the expression many times 
better than if you just hear it.

1. I don’t know why I’m so edgy.

2. She jumps out of airplanes for fun; she loves to live on the edge!

3. An edgy person is an eccentric and unconventional person who follows her dreams.

4. I love to step out of my comfort zone and try new things.
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H GRAMMAR

I GRAMMAR Join or rewrite these sentences making any necessary changes.

 Example: This work is quite boring. That’s how I find it. I find this work (to be) quite boring.

1. Sarah’s a beautiful actress. That’s how I know her.
2. She is often fussy. That’s how I accept her.
3. His sense of humor is hilarious. That’s how I’ve always found it.
4. This statement is a lie. That’s how I’ve always taken it.
5. He is a real genius. Everyone considers him such.
6. She is very good at English. Everyone knows that.
7. Gauss is the greatest mathematician. Time has shown it.
8. The only possible president – that’s how people see him.

            VERBS

There are several ways you can use the verb “consider”. 

1. consider + someone + adj/noun. For example:
We always considered him a genius.
They considered him incompetent at the company.

2. consider + someone + to be + adj/noun
We always considered him to be a genius.
They considered him to be incompetent at the company.

As you can see, patterns 1 and 2 are almost exactly the same. Usually, we use consider as in 
pattern 1, however, it is worth knowing pattern 2 as well because there are many verbs which 
function according to that structure: acknowledge, assume, believe, find, imagine, know, show, 
suppose, take, think and understand.

Examples:
I’ve always thought/considered him to be the best expert in the field.
I know him to be very precise in everything.
I’ve never assumed him to be a crook.
I always imagine this island to be a paradise.
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 UNIT 6
  
 Drop in the ocean
 Excuse the pun

BEFORE YOU LISTEN

A SPEAKING Complete the sentences about humour and entertainment in your own words, then work 
in pairs and compare your sentences.

1. The funniest moment in my life was when 
2. I used to enjoy his/her humour but 
3. I do not find it funny when he/she 
4. It is truly ridiculous when 

B VOCABULARY Complete the phrasal verbs with one of the following particles: up, down, off. One 
particle can be used more than once. 

1. The joke helped him lighten  a bit.
2. It’s not good in the long run to bottle  your emotions and not express them to anyone.
3. Unfortunately, she let me  when she announced her resignation.
4. I hate when he’s slacking  during important projects.
5. I really don’t want to put you  but this is not acceptable at our workplace.
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C VOCABULARY Choose the right word in each sentence. There is one correct solution for each answer. 

1. His jokes are always so laughable / funny ! I simply love them!
2. The performance was so brilliant and ridiculous / entertaining yesterday. We all enjoyed it very much.
3. I don’t really have a sense of jokes / humour. I could never come up with good jokes and I’m not 
particularly good at understanding them either.
4. It is so much fun / funny to take part in a rally competition.
5. He was amused / pleased with the persistance of our team as we completed this brutal task.

READ AND LISTEN

D READING Read the text and underline all unknown words and expressions. Try to guess their 
meaning from the context. Then look them up in a dictionary. 

Politicians have even written bills to speed up research.

Probably you’re familiar with a few common meanings of the word “bill”. A bill is a written document 
about the price you need to pay for something. For example, every month you receive a utility bill that 
shows you how much you need to pay for gas, electricity and water.

If you pay the bills, then it means you pay for your necessary costs. There’s a common expression you can 
see in both spoken and written English: Jack is only in business to pay the bills. 

It means Jack works all month in his business just to cover his basic costs, but he doesn’t make any 
profit. It’s not an easy situation. If you only work to pay the bills, then you need to step up your efforts 
to generate some profit as well.

But the word “bill” also has a political meaning. If you’re a lawyer, you might need to navigate lots of 
similar terms with ease. A bill is a proposed law, a draft. Basically, it’s not yet an actual law that people 
need to follow; it’s just an idea, a draft discussed by the government.

Let’s move on to the next one.

For $6,000 an hour – just a drop in the ocean to some, if you’ll excuse the pun – you can guarantee a 
sunny day for your wedding.

There are two important expressions in this sentence. “A drop in the ocean” and “excuse the pun”. Let’s 
look at them one by one.
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“Just a drop in the ocean” means that something is so small it doesn’t matter. It’s often used in a financial 
sense, for example:

A: I heard you made $30.
B: That’s not much, really just a drop in the ocean. I need to pay $2,000 just for rent.

In the story, the expression is used to say that for some people, $6,000/hour for weather control doesn’t 
matter, it’s just a drop in the ocean because their wedding costs so much more anyway.

There’s a related phrase “drop in the bucket”. You can use it practically the same way. Usually it means 
that an action has little overall influence because the problem is much bigger anyway. For example, you 
can say: 

“Our company earned $2M last year. We need to pay $30K for servers, but it’s just a drop in the bucket.” 

Or you can sometimes read in newspapers: 

“Third-world countries have so many problems that the lack of money is a drop in the bucket, compared 
to all the other problems.”  
The only distinction here is that an ocean is far larger than a bucket, so an individual drop has an even 
tinier influence on the whole.

If you master expressions like these, that’s when you start approaching the native level. Native speakers 
use tons of such phrases and expressions. Instead of just memorizing them, you need to understand how 
they express emotions and meanings. For example, “a drop in the bucket” doesn’t just simply mean small. 
It refers to a difficult situation or a big sum of money and it says that something has little influence and 
doesn’t really matter, compared to the whole.
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Our second phrase from this sentence is “if you’ll excuse the pun”. A pun is a humorous play on words 
because a particular word can have two meanings. A pun often happens without intention in the middle 
of a conversation or even in a serious situation. 

If the speaker realizes that he made a pun unintentionally, then he can say: if you’ll excuse the pun. The 
speaker can say this so as not to offend someone. He says it because he doesn’t want others to think 
that he’s trying to make a bad joke. Or he just doesn’t want to seem flippant, which means to not take 
something seriously. So he might say: if you’ll excuse the pun, because he doesn’t want others to think 
he’s joking in the middle of a serious conversation, for example.

Here’s an example to demonstrate how this could happen in a real business scenario:
“A new airline company is not easy to get off the ground.” 

If a businessperson says this in a conference, he’d also say: “no pun intended”. This sentence contains a 
pun, a play on words because it can be understood in two different ways. On the one hand, it means that 
it’s not easy to start, or launch an airline company. It’s not easy to get it off the ground. 

On the other hand, this sentence could also be taken as a joke, because airplanes also get off the ground 
when they take off, and we’re talking about an airline company. This way the sentence has a playful double 
meaning. But the speaker doesn’t want to make fun of the topic so he’d just say: “no pun intended”, in 
order to not offend anyone by being too playful about a serious topic.

AFTER YOU LISTEN

E REFLECT Answer the following questions. Use the underlined phrases in your answer.

1. Can you mention an inexpensive thing you bought this week, which is only a drop in the ocean in your 
budget?

Example: Buying my morning coffee is really just a drop in the ocean …

2. In your native language, do you have any similar phrase to “no pun intended”?

Example: I think “no pun intended” is quite a unique phrase in English and I can’t really think of a close counterpart 
in my native language … / Of course, a similar phrase is …

3. Do you keep track of new bills introduced in Parliament?

Example: So many new bills are introduced every week that I can’t keep up with everything …
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F READING Complete the summary below. Choose no more than three words from the text for each 
answer.

If a person is only in business to  (1), then he makes enough money to cover  (2) but cannot 
make  (3). A  (4) shows how much you need to pay for gas, electricity and water but the word 
‘bill’ can also be used in a general sense to refer to your necessary  (5). Interestingly, the word ‘bill’ 
also has a very different, political meaning. A bill is a  (6), which is not yet approved by parliament, 
being a  (7) in the negotiations stage.

G VOCABULARY Choose the correct word. 

After all these wonderful years at the company, a serious problem suddenly showed up and  (1) 
our daily work. First, it didn’t  (2) our performance but we had to make more and more  (3) 
to keep up with the workload. Eventually, a  (4) colleague solved the problem by turning it into a 
good joke. In a short time, we all forgot that there was a problem to begin with. Such is the  (5) of 
a good sense of humour!

1.  A diverted  B destroyed   C distracted   D disrupted
2.  A bother  B irritate   C influence   D implement
3.  A strength  B effort   C energy   D input
4.  A playful  B fascinating   C laughable  D flippant
5.  A result  B accomplishment  C consequence  D power

H VOCABULARY Which of the following sentences could be described as a pun?

1. The two pianists had a good marriage. They always were in a chord.

2. I don’t know what has happened. I don’t have the faintest clue. 

3. Isn’t it irritating for you that she’s constantly hanging on the phone?

4. A boiled egg every morning is hard to beat.

5. He was struggling to figure out how lightning works, but then it struck him.
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I WRITING Write a short story about a difficult but funny situation that you experienced with your family 
or friends. Choose the ending of your story.

1. However, at the end, we all laughed together at how the simplest things can turn so complicated.
2. I never expected that such a difficult situation could turn out to be so funny at the end.
3. It’s unbelievable that we could still laugh after such a day.

J VOCABULARY Find 3 words in this explanation that you know but wouldn’t use in that context, in that 
particular way. It’s not enough to know a word superficially; instead, you need to understand how a word 
can express different meanings depending on the context. For example, you probably know the word 
“step”, but maybe you wouldn’t use the phrase “step up your efforts.” Pay attention to how words are 
combined and how they’re used in a sentence.

0. step – step up your efforts

1. 

2. 

3. 
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 UNIT 7
  
 Cling on to

BEFORE YOU LISTEN

A VOCABULARY Match the bold words with their definitions.

 a. I’m so sorry that he rejected the offer.
 b. He greatly values intimacy and trust in a relationship.
 c. Numerous small particles were floating around in the air.
 d. I would like to object to your new proposal regarding the establishment of an industrial park  
     next to my house.
 e. The purpose of the teacher was to expose the students to as many fascinating subject areas  
     as possible.
 f. I’d love to live in an isolated place, remote from all noise and hustle-bustle.

1.  (n) a very small piece of matter
2.  (adj) being apart from others, being alone
3.  (v) to introduce someone to an area of knowledge
4.  (v) to have a high opinion of something, to consider it important
5.  (v) to express disagreement with something
6.  (v) to refuse to accept something or agree to something
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